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An Analysis of ‘Gahjil’ in Public Sphere. Game-theoretic Approach

Chae-Yeol Yang*-Jay M. Chung**

Gabjil in the public sphere is an act that undermines the public interest while
advancing an influential party’s private interests through unfair demands on a public
institution. This paper proposes a strategy to lessen the prevalence of this phenomenon
by analyzing Gabjil in the public sphere using a game-theoretic model, focusing on
cases of corruption in the hiring process. As a path to improvement, it iS necessary
to introduce institutional measures and provide incentives for public institutions to
reject unfair demands when they are subjected to them. In addition to institutional
measures instituted through a combination of legal strictures and the cultivation of
socially beneficial virtues, measures at the social and cultural level and ethical
improvement at the individual level are needed. The decision—-making structure of
public institutions must be clearly codified so that the arbitrary preferences and
potential vindictiveness of powerful people become less prevalent and threatening. A
plan to improve the level of culture and ethics in society in accordance with
enlightened self-interest must be also implemented.
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